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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


A* the beginning of a New Year 
it is fitting and right that we 
should all determine to serve the Lord 


than 
For each one of us the 


more zealously and effectually 
ever before. 
time is shorter now than it was last 
January, and there is all the more 
need for us to work while it is day. 

In many ways, through discipline 
and Christian training, we should be 
better fitted to do the will of the Lord 
as a result of the experiences of the 
past year. We have had innumerable 
proofs of God's faithfulness in keep- 
ing His promises. In times of tempta- 
tion we have been preserved ; in times 
of danger He has given His angels 
charge concerning us; in times of sor- 
row He has been the great Comforter ; 
in hours of darkness it has been given 
to us to see the Light of the World, 
and in times of weakness He has been 
our Strength and our exceeding great 
Reward. 

When we consider God's dealings 
with us in the past as Christians we 
should more confidently trust Him in 
the present and for the future than 
ever before. Jesus said that they were 


blessed who had not seen, and yet 
had believed ; but it has been given to 
us, the Christians of this day and gen- 
eration, to see as well as to believe all 
throughthe past year; so that our faith 
in the beginning of this New Year 
has a solid foundation in the facts and 
experiences of the past vear. He is 
faithful that promised, and He will 
continue to be so until that glorious 
day when He shall come again in 
power and glory to receive us. 
“Behold, what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we 
be called the God: 


therefore, the world knoweth us not, 


should sons of 
because it knew Him not. 

“Beloved, now are we the sons of 
God, and it doth not vet appear what 
we shall be: but we know that, when 
He shall appear, we shall be like Him; 
for we shall see Him as He is.” 

The gor vl 
at the beginning of this New Year can 


resolutions we make 
be summed up in the third verse of 
this third chapter of the first Epistle 
of John: “And every man that hath 
this hope in him purifieth himself, 


even as He is pure.” 
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Christians Can Be Like Their Master. 
To be Christ-like is accepted by the 
world at large as suggestive of pa- 
tience and meekness under suffering 
and trial. The heroic act of turning 
the other cheek to the smitcr is also 


accounted Christ-like. But the de- 
velopment of Christian sentiment in 
the earth and the progress of Chris- 
tianity itself, have been the results 
of zeal, toil and tireless aggressive la- 
bor that features 


of the Saviour’s life on earth as those 


were as distinctive 


characteristics named in the fifty- 


third chapter of Isaiah. The Saviour 
of men toiled early and late, and was 
indefatigable in preaching the Gospel 
circum- 


to individuals, often under 


stances of weariness, ds°point- 
ment, rejection by His own people 
and bitter opposition. 

As Christians we can be Christ-like 
during this New Year by carngz for 


1 
} 


the souls of men, an] ministering to 
their spiritual needs. We can teil those 
who do not know of His mighty pow- 
er to deliver from the guilt and comi- 
that He can save 
We can 


tell those who labor and are heavy 


mation of ther vices 


His people from their sins. 


laden that He can give them rest. We 
can tell those who are thorght to be 
too bad, too wicked, 
cul 


repentance. We 


to be saved that 
He came not to rizhteous, 
but sinners to can, 
by lifting Him up as able to save to 
the uttermost all who come unto God 
by Him, give these an opportunity to 
see Him whose gaze has been fixed 
upon pictures and statues. We can 
tell the He is the great High 
Priest of salvation, the only Media- 
tor between God and man, who of- 
fered Himself, once for all, as the 
Sacrifice for the sins of the whole 
world, and who said on the Cross, 
“Tt is fnished!" 


m that 


The Work of This Magazine. 

Not a week passes during which 
letters sub- 
scribers and friends deploring the 
indifference ot American Protes- 


tants to the continual aggressive 


are not received from 


efforts made in so many directions 
by the Papal agents here. This in- 
difference is largely due to ignor- 
first, of the nature of 
Roman Catholic teaching and prac- 
tice, and second, of the facts of its 
past history in Europe. 


ance, real 


There is 
a widespread feeling that the Ro- 
man Church is Christian in essen- 
tials, although overlaid with super- 
stition; while the fact is that it is 
pagan in all and what 
little corrupt “Christianity” it pos- 
sesses has been applied to the pa- 


essentials, 


gan doctrines and practices like a 


coat of paint. This Magazine sets 


forth the facts of the case, not only 


on these points but on many others. 


The Werk of Christ’s Mission. 


the last three months 
the work of Christ’s Mission has in- 


During 


ercased in much greater proportion 
than during any similar period of 
its history. The number of priests 
to the 
ference has increased, while events 
with the Roman Church 
bring many letters as well as call- 


who came Mission for con- 


connected 
ers. Considering the resources of 
the Roman Church, and the powerful 
influences it wields, it really seems 
to be disintegrating as fast as it well 
can. All who sympathize with the 
work of the Mission 
methods 


and be- 
should do all 
in their power to aid in the present 


lieve in its 


maintenance and to provide for the 
future cxtension 0! its influence and 


operations. 
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Converted at Christ’s Mission. 

The following address was deliv- 
ered at the services in Chr'st’s Mis- 
December 
23, 1905, by Mr. Patrick Brady, a 
young man who is greatly beloved by 
the congregation and all the mem- 
bers of the Mission family. 


sion, Sunday afternoon, 


He has 
helped in the work of the Mission 
since his conversion, and by his 
knowledge of the Bible and his inti- 
mate acquaintance with the doctrines 
and. practices of the Roman Catholic 
Church, has been very efficient in 
helping the priests who come to the 
Mission to the knowledge of the 
truth. Mr. Brady was born in New 
York city, and was a most zealous 
Roman Catholic until he began to 
attend the services in Christ's Mis- 
sion. He has spent two terms at the 
Moody School, at Mount Hermon, 
Mass., where he was also greatly be- 
loved, and will continue his studies 
in preparation for the work of an 
evangelist. He is well qualified for 
such work, and Christ’s Mission is 
blessed in receiving and helping men 
like him to carry the good rews of 
salvation to their Catholic brethren. 


MR. PATRICK BRADY'S ADDRESS. 


By grace are ve saved through 


faith; and that not of yourselves: it 
is the gift of God: not of works, lest 
any man should boast.—Eph. 2: 8-9. 

I well remember my first visit to 
Christ’s Mission, several years ago. 
I came through curiosity to hear and 
see what was going on, and I was 
more than surprised when I heard 
the Gospel preached, and not abuse 
heaped on the heads of priests. When 
I was leaving the chapel I was hand- 
ed a magazine which excited my cu- 
riosity by the title, “The Converted 
Catholic.” As 


soon as I reached 


home I read it, and the article that 
seemed most interesting to me was 
entitled, “The Way of Salvation.” 
After I had read it over several times 
I burned the Magazine, as it made 
me uncomfortable. 1 went to con- 
fession soon afterward, and told the 
priest that I had been to a Protes- 
tant service and heard a priest who 
had left My 
father confessor told me never to go 


the Church preach. 


there again. 

But, try as I might, I could not 
shake off the impressions made on 
my mind by the article | had read in 
the Magazine. That I might be able 
to continue a good Roman Catholic, 
however, I attended a mission given 
But Ef 
was shocked by some remarks of 


by the Redemptorist Fathers. 


one of the priests from the pulpit. 
the of the 
church woman, 


sidewalk in front 
old 


articles, 


on 
stood an Irish 


selling religious such as 
rosary beads, scapulars, medals, etc. 
She had been selling them cheaper 
than the price charged by the priests 
inside the church. The congregation 
was rudely awakened by hearing one 
of the “holy fathers” make the fol- 
lowing announcement, after telling 
the people that he would bless any 
articles of devotion which they held 
up in their hands: 

“If there is any one here,” said he, 
“that has purchased these articles on 
hold 
them up, as I will not bless them; 
and if you should hold them up, the 


will 


the sidewalk, they need not 


blessing and indulgence pass 
over them.” 

This struck me as a rather strange 
remark for a priest to make. 

My 


creased, and I began to search the 


anxiety about religion § in- 


Scriptures. I had always loved to 
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read the Bible and study it as a book 
of devotion. But now I began to 
look for some warrant for the prac- 
tices of the Church. What was my 
surprise to find nothing about beads 
or scapulars, holy water, or any of the 
other things that the priests told us 
were essential in the 
Christ! 


religicn of 
Not a word about them. 
Then I began to read and study the 
history of the Church, and to my fur- 
ther great surprise | found that all 
those vain 


observances intro- 


duced into the Church by degrees. 


were 


I went to the Paulist Fathers and 
put question after question to them, 
and was put off with the reply that I 
must not question the right of the 
Church to do as she pleased. I was 
told, as I was not yet 25 years old, I 
must not presume to question the 
teachings of the Church, who is near- 
ly two thousand years old. 

I was told further that the various 
devotions to which | objected were 
added to the Church by the Asostl's. 
But when I made reply that there 
was nothing in the Scriptures to war- 
rant my belief in what the priests 
said, I was told that I was filled with 
pride to think | measure m\ 
poor, weak knowledge w:th that of 
the holy fathers, 


could 
popes and _ saints 
that had lived and died in the Church, 
\fter this I attended several meet- 
ings at Christ's Mission, and from 
what I heard preached there I be- 
came convinced that the whole sys- 
tem of the Roman Catholic Church 
was wrong. It had no warrant in 
Scripture for its distinctive doctrines. 
It gave me no realities to grasp, no 
certainties to which I could cling. 
Gradually I let go the 


g Roman 
Catholic 


follow the 
teaching of the Bible and the religion 


doctrines to 


of Christ; and my purpose is, with 


the help of God, to enlighten my 
Roman 


Catholic brethren and tell 
them that by faith and repentance 
the sinner can and does take hold 
upon the life of Christ and live by 
and through Him. 


He has passed 
from 


the state of death 
placed him, 


where sin 
into a 
Christ's 


state oi life 
where has 
none other 
name under Heaven by which the 
sinner can be 


righteousness 


raised him. There is 


saved except the 


name of Jesus. There is no other 


road by which Heaven can _ be 
reached than by the way of the 
The name of any person, 
living or dead, of any friend, will 
not avail to save, except that of 
Him who is the sinner’s true 
Friend. No plea except that Christ 
is the Way, the Truth and the Life 
will be acceptable to God. Fear 
not to make the plea, for Jesus Him- 
self will present it to the Father in 
His own name for you. 


cross. 


Priests at Christ’s Mission. 


From the beginning of this work 
not a month has passed but some 
priests of the Roman Catholic Church 
have come to Christ’s “Mission. It 
may be necessary to say to the new 
readers of THE CaTH- 
oLtic—and this month it will go tor 
the first time into hundreds of homes 
and public reading rooms—that alto- 


CONVERTED 


gether one hundred and ten priests 
have been received into Christ’s Mis- 
sion and have renounced the Roman 
Catholic religion and openly pro- 
fessed their faith in Christ as their 
Saviour, the only Mediator between 
God and man; that is, they have be- 
come Protestants. Their reasons for 
leaving the Roman Church and be- 
coming Protestant Christians have 
been published in the various vol- 
umes of THE ConvERTED CATHOLIC. 
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EUROPEAN NOTES. 


BY THE EDITOR. 


IV. 


W HILE preparing these notes 
for the press, I received a 


communication dated Paris, Decem- 
ber 6, from my friend, Captain A. D. 
B. Smead, of Carlisle, Pa., who is 
spending the winter in France, in 
which he says: 

“We have attended the annual 
meeting of the Académie Frangaise, 
a very stormy meeting of the Cham- 
ber of Deputies, and two sessions of 
the Senate, where we heard the de- 
bate on the law for the separation of 
Church and State. 

“We have just returned from the 
Senate Chamber where we heard M. 
Combes and many others speak, and 
we had the pleasure of witnessing 
the final vote on the bill—just one 
hour ago, at 6.15 P. M., when it was 
adopted by a vote of 179 to 103. I 
send you the Journal Officiel contain- 
ing the proceedings. 

“On leaving the Senate, knowing 
that you would wish me to do so, I 
shook hands with M. Combes 
congratulated him on the 


and 
accom- 
plishment of his epoch-making work. 


He was gratified and cordially ex- 
tended his hand for a second shake.” 


The law goes into effect this 
month. The salaries of the bishops 
and priests will be greatly reduced, 
these reductions beginning at once, 
and proceeding gradually for some 
years until all payments cease. 

Among the French Protestant 
pastors, evangelists and missionaries 
who will now labor more zealously 
then ever for the conversion of the 
people there are many former 
priests who have been duly prepared 


for this work in the Protestant semi- 
naries. M. André Bourrier, pastor 
of the Reformed Church at Sévres, 
near Paris, and editor of Le Chrétien 
Francais, and M. Felix Meillon, ed- 
itor of France et Evangile, are among 
the best known of these former 
Both are men of more than 


ordinary ability as 


priests. 
preachers and 
journalists, and like their associates 
who have come out of the Roman 
Church are ready to spend and be 
spent for the salvation of their breth- 
ren according to the flesh. Like the 
Apostle they can say, “I not 
If they had con- 


seek 
yours, but you.” 
tinued in the priesthood 
would have been the object of their 
labors rather than “you,” according 
to the usual Roman practice. 

There are also many converted 
Catholics among the laity in the 
French Protestant churches. M. 
Combes is not a member of a church, 
but he is a spiritual man. On the 
monument of a beloved son who re- 


“yours” 


‘ 


cently died he placed this inscrip- 
tion: 

Nous nous séparons dans les ten- 
ébres; nous nous retrouverons dans 
la lumiére. “We are separated in 
the darkness; we shall find each oth- 
er in the light.” 

M. Eugéne Réveillaud, a member 
of the Chamber of Deputies, is con- 
sidered the foremost converted Cath- 
olic in France. The hours I spent 
Ver- 
sailles were among the most profit- 


with him at his residence in 


able and delightful of my experiences 
in Europe. M. Combes was a teach- 
er, wearing the soutane, in the Semi- 
nary at Pons, conducted by the As- 
sumptionist Fathers, when M. Ré- 
veillaud was a pupil there preparing 


for the priesthood. It was a mar- 
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velous providence of God thrt these 
two men, trained by the Assump- 
tionists, should be among the lead- 
ing factors in destroying the power 
of that order, closing their schools, 
expelling them from the country, and 
ultimately severing all relations be- 
tween France and the Vatican, and 
then crowning the work by the sep- 
aration of Church and State. 

That our readers may see how Al- 
mighty God prepares men for His 
work, we give at length M. Réveil- 
laud’s account of his conversion, 
which is taken from the interesting 
work of the Rev. Charles Isaacson, 
M.A., of England, entitled, “Roads 
From Rome.” J. A. O'C. 


os 


M. Eugene Reveillaud’s Con- 
version. 


You 


come 


ask me how I was led to 
forth from the Church of 
Rome, which was the Church of my 
parents and of my own earliest years. 
My leader and my deliverer was none 
other than the Spirit of Truth, who 
is the Spirit of God, and I will tell 
you my tale according to your wish, 
ab initio. 

I confess it was not in one day, or 
at one step, that I came to the faith 
which now lights up my soul, and 
which which leads 


makes the way 


me clear and sure, and even now 
unites me to my Heavenly Father, 
through His Son Jesus Christ. Be- 
fore I found salvation in fellowship 
with Christ, before I bent my knees 
to seek His help, befure I came un- 
der the covenant of grace and into 
the possession of my glorious herit- 
age as a child of God, I wandered 
long in the deserts of doubt and un- 
belief. Yet I left the Roman Church 


in heart and mind, if, not in fact and 
by formal declaration, in my twelfth 
year, almost directly after my first 
communion, which I made at the age 
of eleven in a sort of little seminary, 
called the Diocesan Institution of 
Pons. 

In my earliest infancy, the age of 
which Christ said, “Of such is the 
Kingdom of Heaven,” I was a pious 
child, and one who loved God. I 
had learnt to say at my 
knees not only the 
which Jesus taught 
saying, “Our Father 
Heaven,” but also 


mother’s 
prayer 
disciples, 


divine 
His 
who art in 

such beautiful 

hymns as the prayer which Lamar- 

tine puts in the mouth of the child 

at his awaking, and which begins: 
© Pére, qu’adore mon pére, 

Toi qu’on ne nomme qu’a genoux. 
These hymns were my first and best 
catechism. With my mother I loved 
the great God, my Heavenly Father, 
whom I had learnt to think of as the 
Giver of all good gifts, of all 
wonders and beauties of 
from the * 


the 
Nature, 
‘golden lamp” of the sun 


to the flowers which adorn the gar- 
den; the Creator of the lamb and the 
goat and the lark, as well as of the 
thyme and the cytisus, and the nuts 
and fruits of the orchard. 


I longed 
to serve this great, good God of my 
parents, and to learn to know Him 
better; and so, at the age of Samuel, 
the little child in the temple, I said to 
my parents: “I wish to be a priest.” 

In accordance with this desire, I 
was sent to Pons, and entered the 
Diocesan Institution. It consisted 
of two divisions: the one in which I 
was placed prepared the _ future 
“Levites” of the great seminary, who 
were destined to become eventually 
priests of the diocese of La Rochelle 
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and Saintes; the other, the lay side, 
prepared future officers, State func- 
tionaries, lawyers, doctors, and _ pri- 
vate gentlemen, who, it was hoped, 
would keep in the world the impres- 
sions of the clerical and Jesuitical 
spirit which pervaded all our mas- 
ters. 

But almost as soon as I began my 
studies at Pons | felt my religious 
ideal was lowered, and my thoughts 
of God brought down to an inferior 
level. The form of worship was in 
some sense the same as that to which 
I had been accustomed in our own 
but, 
under pretence of private devotions, 


country church; nevertheless, 


there was mingled with it all a cer- 


tain trade-mark, and a 


taint of idolatrous 


Jesuitical 
superstition to 
which I had hitherto been a stranger. 

In the worship of “Notre Dame 
de Recouvrance,” the Patron of our 
Institution, of St. Joseph, re. resent- 
bald 


head, and a sanctimonious express on 


ed with a lily in his hand, a 


of face: in the adoration of the “Sa- 
cred Heart of Jesus,” 
ditional 


with the ad- 
“Sacred 
Heart of Mary,” I sought in vein for 
my Heavenly Father. 


invocation to the 


God was only 
shown to us as “the God of the Eu- 
charist,” and in the dark hours of 
twilight, when relays were provided 
from our ranks for “the perpetual 
adoration of the most holy Sacra- 
ment,” represented to us by the re- 
served host in a golden monstrance, 
I tried in vain, in spite of all my ec- 
static efforts, to find that love, that 
gratitude to God, which I experi- 
enced when my soul, like the lark, 
sought to soar upwards to God, when 
I lived under the beams of the un- 
clouded sun, amidst the charms of 
Nature and the joys of my home 


life, and when my soul was _ filled 
with the thought of all the blessings 
which His fatherly providence had 
showered upon the children of men. 
Instead of the God of Heaven I had 
the gcd cf the priests, “the wafer 
god,” as Father Chiniquy terms it, 


the idol made and consecrated by the 


our childish 


knees were made to bow; and though 


priests, before which 


I did not as yet see how contrary 
this was to the spiritual teaching of 
the Gospel, yet I felt the worship of 
the material heart of Jesus and of 
His material presence in the bread 
of the 


graded and changed my God, and 


Mass had in some sort de- 
God was not so great in my eyes as 
once He was. 

Moreover, the moral atmosphere 
of our seminary, and the presiding 
spirit which directed our education, 
and formed, or rather deformed, our 
characters, was far from what I had 
expected, and far inferior to that of 
the simple school of 
The 


long black frock coat in which we 


elementary 
which my father was teacher. 


were dressed up in the division of 
the “seminarists,” in preparation for 
the black older 
students wore, was intended to iso- 


soutane which the 
late us from “the world,” and to cre- 
ate in us an esprit de corps from the 
beginning of our course. It was 
much less becoming than the blue 
uniform with gilt buttons which the 
pupils of the lay division wore; but 
I never had any personal vanity in 
the matter of dress, and this differ- 
ence did not affect me. But it was 
not long before my sense of justice 
was shocked by the unfair and un- 
equal way in which the pupils were 
All favors 


for those, however miserable crea- 


treated. were reserved 
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tures they might be, who had a han- 
dle to their name, or the wealth of 
whose parents fascinated the mind 
of our “superiors.” I am glad to say 
in passing that I never had this re- 
mark to make in with 
any school at which I was afterwards 
a student, nor yet at the University. 

But even this would not have made 


connection 


me complain, if we had only been 
allowed in our ecclesiastical division 
to form our own friendships, or even 
to hold conversations with whom we 
The most innocent intima- 
the 
camaraderies were viewed with sus- 


wished. 


cies were distrusted, purest 


picion. Orestes and Pylades would 
never have been tolerated in our in- 
stitution, or in any other conducted 
The 
rule was constantly repeated to us: 


on the principles of Loyola. 


Nunquam duo, raro solus, saltem 
tres! We were forbidden to have a 
Doubtless this 


was done in order to check all those 


friend or confidant. 


expansions of heart and sweet inti- 
macies, which might lead later on to 
the still sweeter love which the Lord 
consecrated in His Word, saying, “A 
man shall leave his father and his 


shall 


therefore 


unto his 
God_ hath 
man put 
Whatever was the motive 


mother, and cleave 


What 


joined together, let not 


wife. 


asunder.” 
of the rule nunquam duo in all Jesuit 
colleges, I then thought the prohi- 
bition was brutal, and 
contrary to nature, and I think so 
still, 


ill-advised 


Moreover, I was obliged, in com- 
mon with all my schoolfellows, to go 
to confession at least once a month, 
and I found that the confessional is 
not a good school for sincerity, nor 
indeed for morality, and that the Ro- 


man Catechism, with its distinctions 


between venial sins and mortal sins, 
and the classes into which lies are 
divided—lies of jest, lies of duty, lies 
of crime deform 
I did 
not indeed perceive the work that 
was going on in me, and had no sus- 
picion of it until a few days after my 
return home, when my father caught 
me in a direct falsehood, and said in 
tones which still ring in my _ ear: 
“You never told me a lie before you 
went to the seminary, and now you 
lie like a cheap-jack at a fair.”* 


tends rather to 
than to reform the conscience. 


At last this system of education, 
with its unfair partialities, its hateful 
espionage, its minute and corrupting 
casuistry, became intolerable to me, 
and I formed the idea of escaping by 
flight, an act which, God knows, I 
have never once regretted. I swore 
in my heart that never would I be- 
come a priest, and made my way to 
my good, kind father, who received 
me with open arms, and yielded to 
my request never to send me back. 

I date my going out from the Ro- 
man Church from that escape from 
the Seminary of Pons, at the age of 
eleven and a half. From that time I 
forsook her in heart and mind, and 
less and less took a share in her rites, 
in her practices, in her teachings, in 
her pomp, and in her works; and if 
I have long wandered in the wilder- 
ness of unbelief before entering into 
the promised land of the Gospel, it 
has so happened to me as to many 
other disillusioned Catholics, be- 
cause the Church of my childhood 

*I do not assert that Jesuit pupils are 
actually taught to lie. but they are led 
to consider lying to be one of the most 
venial sins. One of their authorities 
teaches that truth is certainly an “in- 
terest,” but when this interest conflicts 
with “a greater interest,” it becomes 


permissible, and even laudable, to dis- 
guise and falsify the truth. 
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not only failed to prepare me for the 
Gospel which makes us free, but had 
filled me distrust 
aversion for everything which per- 


with and almost 
tained to positive and revealed re- 
ligion. 

Now, more than ever, after having 
known Jesus Christ as my Saviour 
for nearly twenty-five years, I feel it 
a duty to say openly, and even to cry 
out upon the housetops, that the Ro- 
man Catholic system, especially as it 
has become in the last century under 
the manipulation of the Jesuits, ap- 
pears to me to be a monstrous trav- 
Christianity, the 
His 


It seems to me a sort of 


esty of the true 
teaching of Jesus Christ and 
apostles. 
masterpiece of Satan, a building in 
which the father of lies is comfort- 
ably housed, and of which nothing 
Christian remains but the facade, the 
inscriptions, and the names. I must, 
however, add that many sincere be- 
lievers still remain in it, but they are 
prisoners and captives, as the Israel- 
When 
we think of these souls thus blinded 
and enslaved, we can but repeat the 


ites were in Babylon of old. 


cry of the Apocalyptic Seer: “Come 
out of her, my people, that ye be not 
partakers of her sins, and that ye re- 
ceive not of her plagues.” 

Such, then, is my testimony con- 
cerning my own going forth from 
Rome. God is my witness, I have 
truthfully described both the facts 
and my Own impressions. May the 
recital of them serve to show others, 
blinded as I once was, the way of the 
everlasting truth, which is in Jesus 
Christ. 

nimnamnaipenananmnan 

There should be a large increase 
in the circulation of THE CONVERTED 
Catnotic this year as a result of 
the “boycott” by that unwise Bish- 
op of Scranton. We shall send 
copies of it to many of his priests. 


A Bright Converted Catholic. 

An excellent letter appeared in 
THe Convertep Catuoric for Oc- 
tober, 1904, the Rev. T. J. 
O'Connor, of lowa, expressing his 
pleasure at the progress of the 
work of Christ’s Mission and this 
Magazine, 


from 


and joyfully declaring 
that he also had been emancipated 
from Rome, and 
was now a preacher of the glorious 
Gospel of the Grace of God. Last 
month the New York Sun gave us 


further 


the bondage of 


intelligence of this good 
brother in copying the following 
item of news from the Eldora, 
lowa, correspondence in the St. 
Paul, Minn., Despatch. The 
graph was headed: 

IOWA PREACHER’S ADVERTISEMENT. 

The Rev. T. J. O'Connor, pastor 
of the First Christian Church here, 
believes in modern methods of ad- 
vertising, and in an endeavor to in- 
crease the size of his congregation 
inserts the following in the local 
papers, for which he insists upon 
paying the regular space rates: 

“Eternal Life Insurance Co. 

“Home Office—Heavenly City— 
New Jerusalem. 

“President—The Lord Jesus. 

“Capital—God’s Everlasting Love. 

“T am one of the many represen- 
tatives of this great company in 
this community, and will be glad 
to have you call on me at the 
Church of Christ on the Lord’s day 
at 11 A. M. and 7.20 P. M., or at 
my home any time through the 
week. 

“The firm assures you peace and 
joy here, and in the next world.” 


para- 


In our large cities this would be 
called - sensational 
the notoriety 
obtained by so many of our lead- 
ing insurance men, but it seems to 
be successful in interesting the 
people in the great State of Iowa. 


advertising, in 


view of unenviable 





The Converted Catholic. 


Bishop William Burt, D.D. 





The Converted Catholic. 


GOD’S HAND IN THE REDEMPTION OF ITALY* 


BY REV. WILLIAM BURT, D.D., BISHOP OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
IN EUROPE. 


AM glad to be with you this after- 


noon. For many years I have 


wished to come here. My visits to this 
country, however, have been so brief, 
and on those occasions my time has 
been so occupied that this is the first 
opportunity I have had _ to 
to Christ’s Mission. 
the work of Pastor O’Connor with 
great interest, and his Magazine, THE 
CoNVERTED CatuHo ic, I always read 
with profit. 


come 
I have watched 


I have often prayed for 
this Mission, for the work done here 
is one of the greatest importance to 
this country, because it illuminates the 
minds of Americans, both Catholics 
and Protestants, as to what the works 
of the Romish Church really are. You 
will pardon the term 
“Romish” Church, because the truth 
is that the Romish Church is 
really the Catholic Church of the 
world, but is confined to what belongs 


my using 


not 


to the hierarchy of Rome, with all its 
limitations and tyrannies. 

We judge the Romish 
Church accurately by what we see of 


cannot 


it in England or here, or in any Prot- 
estant country. Last year I spoke to 
a large audience in Boston, and with- 
out any evil intent, but to sum up in 
what I that 


Church to be, I used an expression 


a few words believe 
that stirred up much angry feeling. 
I said, “The Roman Church is just 
as bad in any country as the external 
circumstances and influences will per- 
mit it to be.” Let us take a country 
in which the Roman Church has had 
full sway for centuries, and see what 


it has done for the people of that land. 
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In that way we can get at a fuller 
judgment of the institution than by 
picking out any individuals or set of 
individuals, who may be better than 
their creed or their institution. 

I have lived in Italy for eighteen 
years, and in fourteen 
I have been enabled to come 


Rome for 
years. 
into close friendship with many Ro- 
man Catholics—some much more lib- 
eral than the institution, also some 
of the most bitter—and sometimes | 
have known the oppression of the 
machine itself. 

To judge the Italy of to-day we 
must know something of her past his- 
tory. It would be well if you could 
go to that land, speak the language 
of the people, and, mingling with 
them, learn something of their strug- 
gles in the past and their aspirations 
for the future. 

In the dawn of civilization Italy led 
the the 
soul of all the nations round about 
her. She found them in 


and savagery. 


world’s march, and became 
barbarity 
She was strong, and 
her mighty voice created order and 
first 
aspired to teach, but could not com- 


instituted government. Greece 
not 
But 
Rome, learning first the principles of 


mand order because she could 


stoop to the level of her pupils. 


civilization from Greece, applied them 
effectively to all the world around her. 

In the Christian era Rome was to 
the front. As 


verted to Christianity she became its 


far as she was con- 
aggressive force; and to the Church 
in Rome the churches of other coun- 
cases of 


tries appealed in dispute. 


This created pride; and pride is fatal 
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to faith. The material element in the 
life of the Church in Rome drove out 
the spiritual, and when that Church 
fell it dragged everything down with 
it into a night of a thousand years. 
Italy was the first country to come 
out of that night, or, as Gibbon puts 
it, “In the resurrection of the nations 
Italy was the first to come out of her 
It was her Dante who taught 
Chaucer to sing; it was her Galileo 
who called the world to the study of 
sciences; it was her Michael Angelo 


grave.” 


who revived the study of art and ar- 
chitecture. 

At the beginning of the sixteenth 
dawned—the 
Reformation knocked at Italy’s door. 


century a new epoch 
Had she opened to it, she would have 
become the mistress of the world; the 
Mother of Arts and Sciences might 
have been the world’s leader in es- 
tablishing the Kingdom of Righteous- 
She had ex- 
tended a friendly hand to the philos- 
ophers of the East, but she meted out 


ness in all the earth. 


dungeons and death to the heralds of 
the Reformation, with the result that 
Italy had to sit down for centuries in 
darkness and despair, under the iron 
heel of one of the worst tyrannies 
She 
shut the door against the light, and 


that the world has ever known. 


for many years it was her lot to weep 
and wonder if the light would ever 
Thank God, it 
think that the uni- 


again dawn upon her. 
did come; and I 
fication and redemption of Italy is one 
of the 
history. 


greatest miracles in modern 
look at the difference be- 


tween the Italy of to-day and that of 


Let us 
thirty-five years ago. Then Italy had 
only a geographical significance; it 
was merely a piece of land shaped 
like a boot, running down into the 


Mediterranean Sea; it was divided in- 
to petty states and kingdoms that were 
always at war with one another, and 
the only real power was that of the 
Pope at Rome. 

In the cathedral at Modena is an 
old bucket for the possession of which 
many battles have been fought be- 
tween the troops of that city and those 
of Bologna. Perugia has a ring 
which has often created war between 
that city and Cortona. This ring is 
said to have belonged to the Virgin 
Mary, and for many years both cities 
desired to possess it. * It was the policy 
of the Papacy to keep all the different 
States at war with each other, so that 
it covld dominate them all itself. 

Thirty years ago, Italy was her- 
metically sealed to all the influences 
of the Gospel; but to-day preachers 
and colporteurs can traverse the 
land the Alps to the 
Sicilian seas with the Bible in their 
hands and no man dare molest them. 


whole from 


Italy is now an undivided kingdom— 


one land, one constitution, one king, 
one flag. 


Italy is one and free—and 
one of the freest countries in Europe. 

You would have thought that the 
representatives of the religion of the 
country would have helped its citizens 
to obtain their liberty; but 
was Mazzini 


no; it 
said, that 
“Whenever Italy showed a sign of 
life Austria clutched at her body and 
the Pope choked the soul.” 


true, as 


Liberty, in the movement of 1821, 
was put down by the sword, while 
the priests were singing 
in 1831, the hangman’s was 
used, furnished by the Vatican; in 
1848 and 1849, imprisonment, exile 
and death the weapons used 
against liberty, Austria and the Vati- 
After the 


Te Deums; 


noose 


were 


can taking part together. 
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battle of Novara, in 1848, it seemed 
as though Italy’s hope had gone out. 
She had no army and no money. Her 
patriots all appeared to be dead or in 


prison, or in exile; and we wonder 


was “Italy's lucky star,” “it had to 
be.” But we say that it was God who 
did it; that it was the hand of Goad 
that wrought the redemption of Italy 
between the years 1848 and 1870. 


From “Sword of Gazibaldi,” permissi 


Garibaldi 


how Italy ever could have attained her 
freedom. To-day, if you ask the aver- 
age intelligent Italian concerning this, 
he will shrug his shoulders and say it 


First, in the men who appeared 
I make no apology for 


but they should not be 


on the scene. 


their defects; 


judged by the standards of to-day. 
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It has often happened, however, that 
God taken His 
Church to do His work when those 


has men outsile 


inside have refused to do it. This 
year Hehas done that by taking Japan 
to break the yoke of the Russian peo- 
ple, the Government of which repre- 
sents another form of Christianity 
which has nothing to do with the re- 
ligion of Jesus Christ. 

There was Mazzini, the men of 
brains with wonderful ideas and full 
of ideas. The world laughed at him, 
but he went on sowing those ideas in 
the minds of young Italians—ideas 
about the redemption of his country 
and its deliverance from the power of 
the priests. We can see him up ina 


garret in a back street in London, 
living on bread and water given him 
The Vatican 


pursued him even there, and demand- 


by a poor, old woman, 


from the British 


Some 


ed his surrender 


Government. cowardly men 
were for vielding to the Pope, but 


W. E. 


stood up and said that such a man 


Gladstone and John Bright 

had a right to be on British soil. 
Then there was Giuseppe Garibal:i, 

When 


Mazzini had charged the southern half 


the Knight-Errant of Liberty. 


of Italy with his ideas Garibaldi went 
down there with his flaming sword 
and touched off the charge; and five 
millions of men woke one day to find 
themselves free. He Swept through 
the Sicilies and came to Naples. There 
the priests tried to turn popular opin- 
ion against him. In that city they 
have a St. Januarius miracle twice a 
vear ; it consists in the “liquefying” of 
some of the saint’s blood in a smaii 
vial. If the blood does not “liquefy” 
at the right time, the circumstance is 
taken as an omen of approaching evil, 


and a great fuss is made by the people 


in the way of prayers and religious 
observances. When Garibaldi arrived 
in Naples the priests told the people 
they were afraid that the blood of 
St. Januarius would not liquefy be- 
cause of the presence of such a wicked 
man in the city. Garibaldi trained 
some cannon on the church in which 
the bottle containing the blood is kept, 
and sent word to the priests that if the 
blood had not liquefied by a certain 
hour he would batter the 
down. 


church 


The blood liquefied on time. 

This was told me by his own son. 
I do not wonder that the people are 
erecting monuments to him all over 
the covntry ; he was a great man with 
a great heart. His grandchildren have 
nearly all passed under my care and 
instruction. One of his daughters is 
now teaching in our school. 

Then there were Victor Emmanuel, 
Cavour and others equally raised up 
by God for the purpose of bringing 
up the people of Italy out of the dark- 
ness of that time to the light and lib- 
erty of to-day. 

The coming of Napoleon I to Italy 
was regarded as a great scourge at 
the time; but he drove the Jesuits out, 
established a system of education and 
There were no 
Italy 
But Napoleon had soldiers who 


made excellent roads. 
ministers or Bible societies in 
then. 
made the roads for the transportation 
of his cannon and supplies and the col- 
perteurs now use those roads to take 
the Gospel through the country. 
The military ambition of Napoleon 
III caused him to drive out the Aus- 
trians. The Austro-Prussian war gave 
The 
Franco-German war of 1870 gave her 
Napoleon III 


needed the soldiers he had sent to de- 


the Venetian province to Italy. 


Rome for her capital. 
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fend Rome for the Pope, to defend 
Paris for himself. On September 20, 
1870, the Italians outside Rome en- 
tered the city and met the Italians 
inside ; they fell on each other's necks 
and kissed each other, because the 
dream of the centuries had been re- 
alized—Italy and 


was one nation 


Rome was its capital. That was one 
of the greatest events of modern his- 
tory—or all history, for that matter. 

But that day marked the downfall 
of the temporal power of the Papacy, 
never again to be established on the 
face of the earth. The Italians, when 
they took possession of Rome, found 
their country literally in ruins. ‘To 
mention one thing alone—education— 
go per cent. of the women and 8o per 
of the 
were unable to read or 


cent. men in the whole land 


write. This 


had 


wrought—not on an ignorant, savage 


was what the Roman Church 
people, but upon the brainiest people 
in the world. As Victor Hugo said: 
“She who had taught the world litera- 
ture had to begin learning her letters.” 
That cloud is passing away slowly, but 
the priests are still doing all they can 
to hinder the education of the people. 
The people fully comprehend the real 
While I 


taking a trip in the Romagna once, I 


facts of the situation. was 
sade , sh hat had bee — 
Saw some posters that had been put up 


in the market places. One said: 


“Citizens, if you allow the schools 
to fall into the hands of the priests 
they will choke every sentiment of 
freedom of thought in your children.” 
Another said: 

“The priests are the enemies of the 
people and of the country - 
third: 


“The priests are the negation of 


and a 


Jesus Christ.” 


These placards were not put up 


there, either, by fanatical Protestants ; 
they had been posted by the people— 
at election time, because they wanted 
to save their institutions from falling 
into the hands of the priests. 

There is not a university in Italy 
that is not anft-Romish—not only not 
in the Church, but fiercely against it. 
If you want to get up a demonstration 
against the Church at any time, you 


have only to go to the students of any 


university and they will turn out in 


force with their banners of protest. 


Some of these picture a pair of wrists 
with handcuffs on, and are intended 
to represent the Papal power over its 
people. That represents their judg- 
ment of the Roman system after study- 
ing it all their lives. 
Bible. No 


into Rome before 1870. 


ing and se 


Then again, the one 
could get it 
Two friends of mine visiting the city 
before that vear who had Bibles in 
their trunks, had them taken out and 
retained by the authorities until they 
left the city. The priests really know 
nothing about the Bible. To-day the 
Bible is sold 
through the country, and wherever the 
Word of God goes, it takes the light 
of the Gospel to the people. 


being everywhere 


A colporteur in the south sold quite 
a numbér of Bibles in a certain place ; 
the priest gathered up many of them 
and burned them before an image of 
the Virgin. He sprinkled some gun- 
powder between the leaves, and when 
it sputtered as it burned in the fire he 
explained that the hissing was caused 
by the evil spirits coming out of the 


books. 


one of these Bibles in my possession 


I have a half-burned copy of 


to-day. It is marvelous to see what 
has been accomplished in Italy in so 
short a time with regard to the dis- 


semination of the Bible. To-day there 
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is no book in the Italian language that 
has anything like as large a circulation 
as the bible. 

1886, where 
I stayed two years, after building a 
then | 


I landed in Milan in 


church for Italians ; went to 
Florence, where there is a good school. 
In 1890 I went to Rome, and have 
been there ever since. I had not been 
there long before I wrote to our com- 
mittee, impressing upon them the need 
for our work having decent quarters 
in such a city. My eyes fell on a 
fine corner lot and I told my wife we 
must have it. She thought I was quite 
But 


joined that we simply had to get it. 


foolish even to think of it. I re- 
[ found out that it belonged to the 
city, and after about two years I got 
the deed. When we began to dig for 


the foundations we came upon the 


ruins of a Roman Catholic church 
and monastery, and we found an un- 
derground passage from the monas- 
tery to a convent that used to stand 
across the street where the War Office 
is now. That passage taught us a 
Then 


below the church we found a pagan 


great deal concerning the past. 


temple. We had todig down below that. 
We could not found our church either 
upon Romanism or upon paganism. 
We must get down to virgin soil, and 
went nearly 50 feet below the level of 
before we 


the street could lay the 


foundations. Our lot is 155 feet by 
95. I shall never forget the day we 
laid the cornerstone on the street level. 


We had 


we had the Italian and American flags 


a cabinet organ there, and 


entwined above the stone. There were 
large crowds of people, and the first 
Luther’s “A 
Mighty Fortress is Our God.” 
fine to 


hymn I gave out was 
Tt was 
hear that grand old hymn 


sound forth in the open air in Rome 


itself. The building rises 


above the street. 


75 feet 
There is a church 
that will hold 1,000 Italians; there is 
another for Americans ; upstairs there 
is a college for boys; and in the base- 
ment we do our printing. The Italians 
call the building “the Protestant Vati- 
can.” In an interview with the King 
of Italy, he once said to me, “I am 
very glad your building is there; I 
have watched its erection with great 


interest, because it is continually tell- 


ing to all the world that there is free- 
dom of conscience in Rome.” 

We have premises used for a young 
ladies’ college that we bought for $50,- 
000, that are now worth double that 
amount. There, 300 
women from the families of senators, 
deputies, military and naval officers 


about young 


and other prominent people are being 
educated, and by and by these young 
women will be the leaders of society in 
Rome. 

God has wonderfully blessed our 
work in Rome. When we first went 
there, my wife and I could count all 
our friends on the fingers of one hand. 
A year ago last summer, after being 
elected to my present position at Los 
Angeles, on my return to Rome I was 
met by a big procession and a band of 
music, and the large building was fill- 
ed with people to welcome me. A rep- 
resentative of the King was present 
who arranged for a private audience 
with His Majesty, who wanted to 
know all about the proceedings of the 
conference; when I went to see him | 
took the opportunity to talk to him 
about his own personal salvation be- 
fore leaving. 

More than once have efforts been 
made to kill me. On one occasion a 
man came to my study and struck me 
on the forehead with a piece of iron. 
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He ‘did not_succeed in stunning me, 
and when I tried to grab him he fled. 
He was arrested and brought up for 
trial. I found out that he had been 
hired to make this attack, and also 
that he had a widowed mother who 
depended on him for support. 

When the case was called I was in 
court, and the judge asked if I woul: 
make the complaint. I said: “I came 
to Rome as a messenger of peace, to 
tell the people of the Prince of Peace, 
and | have done no man any injury. | 
have been a benefactor to this man 
more than once. If he is willing to 
confess to the court that he did this 
thing, I will forgive him.” 

Shouts went up from the crowd, 
and remarks as “That's the 
Gospel!” “That’s not the 


such 
way the 
priests do!” were heard all around me. 
And people who were ready to slay 
me the day before, were now ready 
to carry me on their shoulders. I have 
never needed any protection since that 
day. 

One of the great blessings to Italy 
to-day is the coming of Italians to 
this and other countries. They are go- 
ing also to Argentina, to Mexico and 
other lands; and far into the out-of- 
the-way towns and villages come let- 
ters with tracts and other religious 
matter, all of which is producing much 
good throughout the country. 

Romanism in Rome is pagan in 
thought, pagan in practice, and pagan 
in ultimate results on the human char- 
acter. I know that in the hierarchy 
many are corrupt, wicked men, prac- 


ticing on the credulity of the people. 


God hasten the day for the salvation 
of the Catholic people! That is my 
prayer, and my heartiest sympathy is 
with Brother O’Connor and all such 
workers in the United States; for ev- 


ery time he gives a friendly hand to 
a priest who wishes to come out of 
that evil system, he is doing the work 
of the Master Himself. 

At the close of Bishop Burt's ad- 


dress a somewhat dramatic incident 
occurred. 

Sitting near the platform was a 
young Italian priest attached to one of 
the large Roman Catholic churches in 
New York, who had called at Christ's 
Mission several times and been most 
cordially welcomed by Pastor O’Con- 
nor. When he came on Saturday he 
was specially invited to the Sunday 
afternoon meeting to hear Bishop 
burt. This was the first Protestant 
service he had attended. 

As Bishop Burt concluded his dis- 
course Pastor O’Connor introduced 
this priest to him, when to the sur- 
prise of all, he advanced to the plat- 
form, and after bowing to Bishop 
Burt and Pastor O’Connor, began to 
speak, evidently under the influence 
of strong emotion. 

Some of the friends were appre- 
hensive lest he should controvert some 
Burt had 
made concerning the hierarchy of his 
Church and their attitude towards the 


government of United Italy, and that 


of the statements Lishop 


there might be a “scene” which would 
mar the realizations of Divine power 
and blessing that filled the hearts of 
all in the chapel. 

But so far from this being the case, 
the young priest rose not only to er- 
dorse all that the Bishop had said 
about his native land, but to take the 
first step out of darkness into light, 
out from under what the Marquise de 
Monstiers-Merinville calls “the Yoke 
of Rome” into the glorious liberty of 


the children of God. He began by 
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telling, in what was excellent English, 
considering he has been only a year in 
this country, how he came to America 
in search of ‘a place where he might 
open his eves,” 


that he 


and finished by saying 
know 
even if he had to sacrifice not 


was determined “to 
Jesus,” 
merely his love for his Church, but 
even his love for his country, to do 

A report of his address is given 
below. 

The effect produced by his words 
on the congregation was most impres- 
sive, and his closing remarks brought 
forth audible expressions of sym- 
pathy, approval, and of prayer for the 
Divine blessing upon him. 

Then the Rev. Henry Kenning, a 
Catholic, 
the organ and sang to an old Catholic 
tune, 


converted Roman went to 
that glorious hymn of consola- 
tion, “Come, Ye Disconsolate.” 

As the last died away all 


hearts were in fitting condition to re- 


notes 


ceive the benediction from the open 
heart and outstretched hands of Bish- 


op Burt, and to hasten, a few mo- 


ments later, to give assurances of 
sympathy and words of encourage- 
ment 


Bi c. 
rISIIE 


to the young man whom. the 


’s address had inspired to cross 


| 
the Rubicon of his life 


into a new 


1 
| 
i 


career, that will, 


et us hope, make 
him a Moses of the twentieth century 
to lead thousands of Roman Catholics 
out of Rome all the way to the New 


Jerusalem. 
ITALIAN PRIEST'S DECLARATION. 


“IT never get excited, as I am 


constitutionally a quiet young man, 


but I got excited during  Bish- 
talk. My 
moved by listening to things which 


I have 


op Burt's heart was 


witnessed myself. One 


word I heard—it was not untrue— 
but it was not true for me. 


been an Italian priest. 


I have 
As a priest I 
must talk what my Church commands 
me. Asan Italian I have never recog- 


nized the distinction between my 
Italian priesthood and my citizenship. 
Priests are not allowed to say a word 
about the welfare of our own country ; 
not allowed to give advice or to vote; 
they are never allowed even to speak 
about things that concern education, 
politics or progress. <A priest must 
not be a good Italian citizen. A priest 
who dares to say he regards himself 
as part of Italy—that priest is really 
excommunicated. He is pointed out 
to the people as the enemy of the 
common good, and of the Church. A 
priest who sees the difference be- 
tween the Temporal Power of the 
Pope and the progress of United 
Italy has no right even to be called 
a man. 

“The priest must choose between 
the good of Italy and his career. So | 
did. 
to be free; to look for a place where 
I could 


I came here because I wanted 


open my eyes. I want to 


know Jesus—to serve Him. I am a 
priest, but [ am a citizen. I love my 
fatherland; I would give my life for 
it. And if that love should conflict 
with my duty to my Church, then I 
choose my country and will give up 
my Church. But I want to be a fol- 
lower of Jesus, and the love for my 
country will not interfere with my 
service to Him.” : 

Of all the priests who have come 


to Christ’s Mission, this young 
man’s case is one of the most inter- 
esting. He had first called for con- 
ference and inquiry while still of- 
ficiating in his church; then, after in- 


struction, he left the Church. 
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‘Boycotting ‘The 
Catholic.’’ 


|Scranton, Pa., 7r/bume, December 15,1905. } 


Converted 


Rt. Rev. Bishop M. J. Hoban made 
an extended address yesterday at a 
conference of the priests of the diocese 
cf Scranton, held in the chapel of St. 
Thomas’ College, duripg the course of 
which he announced his decided oppo- 
sition to Catholics joining the Young 
Men’s Christian Association, as was 
intimated he would, in the Tribune of 
the day before. 

The bishop was led to make the 
statement he did, it is understood, be- 
cause of the prominent part several 
leading Catholics have taken in the 
Red and Blue 
which is to be brought to a close to- 
night. 


membership contest, 


Here is the statement he dic- 
tated at the conclusion of the confer- 
ence, as embodying his views on the 
matter: 

“No Catholic can become a member 
of the Young Men’s Christian Associ- 
ation, because the constitution of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association 
forbids membership to a Catholic. 
Catholic attend the 
reading rooms of the Young Men’s 
Christian 


“No should 
Association, because, as | 
understand, rabid anti-Catholic litera- 
ture is there. 

“No Catholic can attend any of their 
religious exercises or services of any 


kind, because it is Protestant worship. 


“Personally, I am opposed to any 
Catholic joining in any way the Young 
Men’s Christian Associaticn.” 

When seen last night by a Tribune 
reporter the bishop was a little more 
specific. 

STATEMENT AMPLIFIED. . 
“The statement which I gave out 
this morning at the conclusion of the 


conference,” said he, “embodies my 


views on this question. The question 
was asked by one of the priests pres- 
ent as to what advice should be given 
Catholics, who might ask whether 
they should join the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, and in re- 
sponse to that question I gave it as 
my opinion that no Catholic should 
join the organization. 

“When I say that no Catholic is ad- 
mitted to full membership in the as- 
sociation, I make a statement which 
cannot be denied. Full membership in 
the association is limited to the mem- 
bers of evangelical Protestant church- 
es. Only full members have a voice 
and a vote in the selection of the offi- 
cers, who in turn have the expendi- 
ture of the association funds in charge. 
And yet Catholics are asked to con- 
tribute to this organization, to an or- 
ganization in which they can have no 
voice or vote. 

“It would seem to me that self-re- 
specting Catholics should keep out of 
a place where they do not seem to be 
wanted, where they are considered as 
being not worthy of full membership. 
For this reason, if for no other, I am 
most certainly opposed to any Cath- 
olic young man joining the Young 
Men’s Christian Association. 

“There is another reason to which I 
referred, and that is the presence of 
villainous and rabid anti-Catholic lit- 
erature in the reading room of the as- 
sociation. I refer particularly to a 
publication known as THe CONVERTED 
Catuo.ic, published by an ex-priest 
in New York, who calls himself Rev. 
O’Connor. This paper is filled with 
the vilest calumnies against the Cath- 
olic Church, calumnies which have 
been denied so often that the paper is 
now gene ally deemed unworthy of 
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serious consideration by any intelli- 
gent person. Yet it is spread out there 
to be read by the young men who fre- 


quent the rooms.” 


PROTESTANTS YIELD TO BISHOP. 
Scranton Tribune, December 16, 1905. 
A special committee from the 
Association 
Rt. Rev. Bishop M. J. 


Hoban at the Episcopal residence yes- 


Young Men’s Christian 


waited upen 


terday morning and conferred with 
him for two hours and a half concern- 
ing the statement which he made on 
Thursday at the conference of priests 
concerning the association. 

The conference was of the most 
friendly nature and both the bishop 
and the association members parted on 
the best of terms. <A statement was 
prepared at the conclusion of the con- 
ference and was given to the press. 
It comprised two sections, one of 
which was signed by the members of 
the committee, the other being signed 
by Bishop Hoban. Here it is: 

\t a conference this morning, at 
which Bishop Hoban and the under- 
signed gentlemen were present, the 
following facts were brought out: 

1. That the constitution of the 
Young Men's Christian Association 
provides for an associate membership, 
which, while involving no religious 
responsibilities, still admits the hold- 
ers of such tickets to the athletic and 
other privileges, as a pure business 
transaction, more than the full value 
of the fee being given to the member 
in every case. 

2. That it was ascertained that the 
periodical called Tue CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC is not tolerated in the As- 
sociation reading rooms, but that it 
has occasionally been surreptitiously 
left on the tables by a frequenter of 
the public reading room and always 
destroved as soon as discovered. 

3. That it is mutually understood 
that the Young Men’s Christian As- 
sociation does not proselyte men, 


either directly or indirectly, but that 
it concedes the right of every man to 
follow the dictates of his own con- 
science, and that this is its advice to 
all young men. 

(Signed ) 

ALEXANDER W. 

H. C. SHAFER, 

ARTHUR L. COLLINS, 

GeorGceE M. Many, 

Warp W. Apair. 

Chancellor’s Office, 
315 Wyoming Ave., 

Scranton, Pa., Dec. 15, 1905. 

I am very glad to learn that the 
above named gentlemen, representing 
the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion, of Scranton, do not knowingly 
permit anti-Catholic literature to be 
placed on the files of their reading 
rooms. 

I am also much pleased to accept 
their assurance that no attempt is 
made, directly or indirectly, to pros- 
elytize Catholic young men who may 
go to their rooms. 


DICKSON, 


M. J. Horan. 


For twenty years Tue CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC has been sent to the Y. M. 
the 
manner as to all other subscribers, 


C. A., Scranton, Pa., in same 


and on our marked 
“Dec. 05,” showing that some per- 
son has paid for it to the end of the 
year. [Editor THe 


CATHOLIC. | 


mail list it is 


CONVERTED 


Letter From Scranton. 


Scranton, Pa., Dec. 16, 
Rev. James A. O’Connor. 


1995. 


My Dear Brother in Christ Jesus: 


I was rather surprised on looking at 
Ss 


the Scranton Tribune and reading 


Bishop Hoban’s address to his 
priests to learn what his estimate was 
of the intelligence and reputation of 
anyone who would read THe Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC, and the way he 
spoke of you as an ex-priest. 
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I have read the “holy” thoughts 
of Thomas Aquinas and others, but 
the more I learn of Roman Cathol- 
icism the more I am puzzled to think 
how upright, sincere men can re- 
main in her fold. 

sut, my dear brother, nothing has 
roused my feelings so much as when 
I got to-day’s paper and read of the 
low truckling of men who have stood 
well in my estimation as_ stalwart 
Protestants. How low they have 
fallen in my esteem I will not say. 
Well may Bishop Hoban think the 
day is not far distant when Rome 
shall own and rule America. 

A. W. Dickson is an elder in the 
First Presbyterian Church, George 
M. Mabhy is secretary of the Y. M. C. 
A., Ward W. Adair is secretary of 
the Railroad Y. M. C. A. This is a 
sad record for the Protestants of 
the city. 

Now, my dear brother, | feel al- 
most like going to Bishop Hoban 
myself and telling him I have read 
your Magazine since it was started. 
I was pleased to hear you give your 
first lecture in the armory in Scran- 
ton on your conversion from Ro- 
manism to the Christian religion, 
and I could not suppress my tears 
at the hard struggle you had to find 
the way of salvation, and to be as one 
lost to your parents, relatives and 
friends; and I heard you the next 


night in the Y. M. C. A. and took 


my eldest daughter with me, and she 
That 
must be over twenty years ago. How 


was pleased to listen to you. 


time flies! She was a young lady 
then; now she is a beloved wife and 
mother, and has two daughters, 
young ladies in college, and a son 
in the high school. 


Dear brother, do not let these 


things discourage you in your glor- 
ious work, for God will bring much 
good out of this matter; and I am 
sure you will not wear a_ starless 
crown in the Heavenly City, but that 
many who have reached Heaven 
through your labors will make for 
you a magnificent crown of rejoic- 
ing. —_ —- 


Another Letter from Scranton. 
Scranton, Pa., Dec. 19, 1905. 

Dear Sir: last 

you, events have occurred in 


Since | wrote to 
our 
city which are of interest to you, to 
us Protestants and to all Americans, 
as you will see by the enclosed clip- 
You 
will perceive that the Roman Cath- 


pings from our daily papers. 


olic Church here is not reforming 
very much, and that she still retains 
her old domineering spirit and prac- 
tice. Bishop Hoban forbids young 
Roman Catholics to go to the Y. M. 
c A. that 
Catholic literature is circulated there; 


because, he said, anti- 
your Magazine seems to be the ob- 
jectionable matter referred to. 

Some of our prominent men wait- 
ed on him to assure him that THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC would not be 
tolerated in the Y. M. C. A., and that 
as soon-as it was discovered it would 
be removed or destroyed. 

I was astonished and ashamed 
that 


should 


five prominent [Protestants 


bow and cater to Rome in 


this manner. From what I hear on 


every side these men have gained no 
respect for their action from the peo- 
ple generally. And as you will see 
by one of the clippings, they gained 
nothing from the bishop either, for 
at early Mass last Sunday morning 
he expressly forbade all Catholics to 
join the Association. 
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The clipping referred to, from the 
Scranton papers of Monday, Decem- 


ber 18, is as follows, with this head- 
ing: 
BISHOP AGAINST Y. M. C. A. 

Right. Rev. Bishop Hoban at the 
7 o'clock Mass yesterday in the Ca- 
thedral referred briefly to his recent 
pronunciamento forbidding Catholics 
to join the Young Men’s Christian 
Association. He said that the Y. M. 
C. A. was a worthy institution and 
that he had much respect for many 
of the gentlemen connected with the 
institution. He thought the athletic 
department of the Association was 
of particular benefit to young men. 

But anti-Catholic literature was 
circulated in the rooms of the As- 
sociation, contended the bishop, and 
Catholics were therefore forbidden to 
become members of the institution. 
The Church had for centuries at 
home and abroad been misrepresent- 
ed, maligned, calumniated, and Cath- 
olics should not be permitted to pe- 
ruse literature that twisted and tor- 
tured the truth. Catholics are for- 
bidden to join the Young Men’s 
Christian Association. 

We expect to hear more on this 
subject. The names of our corre- 


spondents are not published. 


Kind Words. 


A subscriber at Racine, Wis., 
writes: “I appreciate your Magazine 
very highly, and trust that you may 
live to bring many out of darkness 
into the true light of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, as I have been brought. 
I regret that I am the only mem- 
ber of the family who has left the 
Catholic Church, and I thank God 
and you for the consolation I have 
in my heart.—B.” 

Writing from N. Y., last 


month, one of our good subscribers 


Troy, 


says: “After reading THe CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC each month I lend it to a 


Methodist minister and he says it has 
a fine Christian spirit, and that he re- 
ceives many truths from it. He also 
says that he is able to tell his people 
many facts that he learns from the 
Magazine which he otherwise would 
not know.” 

A subscriber in New Jersey writes: 
“T always enjoy your Magazine very 
much. I should feel lost without it, 
and I must have it, whether I can 
renew my subscription to other relig- 
ious papers or not.” 

In renewing his subscription last 
month, a friend in Ohio says: “I con- 
sider the subscription to be the best 
investment I have ever made. My 
copy of the Magazine is read by many 
people, and I am sure it is doing much 
good.—I. C. K.” 

A highly esteemed friend and sub- 
scriber sends a booklet concerning the 
second coming of Christ, and says: 
“Tl thought perhaps you might find 
this work useful in your special work 
among Roman Catholics, who might 
not object to reading it when they 
would not be persuaded to read the 
Bible or Testament. And as it is 
God’s own word, pure and _ simple 
(and He has given us the assurance 
that His word shall not return unto 
Him void), may we not hope and pray 
that it may be a great blessing to Ro- 
man Catholics, as well as others?” 

A subscriber of many years’ stand- 
ing and a good friend of Christ’s 


Mission, in renewing his subscription 
for 1906, says: 


“T enjoy THe ConverteD CATHOLIC 


The 


American people are lax and easy in 


more and more every year. 


this cause; if it were not for you and 
more like you, I should have the 


gravest fears for the future of our 
country.” 
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The Caldwell Sisters. 


‘ - . 
The Baroness von Zedwitz and 


her sister the Marquise de Mons- 
known 
Misses Caldwell—could not 


tiers- Merinville — formerly 
as the 
return to this country from Europe 
without the 
Roman Catholics who in- 


predictions in press 
from the 
fluence the newspapers that they 
desired to return to the bondage of 
the 


they 


Roman Church, from which 


succeeded in emancipating 
themselves a year or two ago. 

And the von 
Zedwitz went to Ill., to 


confer with Bishop Spalding, who 


when Baroness 


Peoria, 


is a relative of hers, and who was 
formerly her guardian, upon purely 
the 
boldly stated that her reason for 


private affairs, Papal agents 
visiting the Bishop was to seek for- 
the 


Church, and to ask permission to 


giveness for leaving Roman 
put her neck once more—to use her 
sister's language—under “the Yoke 
of Rome.” 

The 


had the slightest intention of doing 


Baroness, however, never 


anything so absurd, and the New 
York Tribune, 1905, 
contained the following despatch: 

Peoria, Ill., Dec. 9.—In a state- 
ment made to-day the Baroness von 
Zedwitz emphatically denied that 
she had any intention of asking the 
pardon of her former guardian, the 
Right Rev. John L. Spalding, and 
re-entering the Catholic faith. She 
said her renunciation, made a year 
was irrevocable, and_ that 
neither she nor her sister, the wife 
of the Marquis de Monstiers-Merin- 
ville, had any thought of rejoining 
the Church. 

Her visit to this city was en- 
tirely for business purposes. She 
called upon Bishop Spalding at his 
residence, and was closeted with 
him for an hour or more. The 


December 10, 


ago, 


Catholic clergy corroborate her 
statement that the visit was purely 
a social one. 

The Renunciation and Denuncia- 
tion of the Roman Catholic Church 
by the Marquise de Monstiers- 

(Miss Mary G. Cald- 
well), which created such a whole- 
some sensation, has been published 


Merinville 


in convenient form for general cir- 


culation, and will be 


sent, upon 
application, for distribution among 
both Catholics Prot- 
estants. The circulation of this im- 


portant document will do incalcul- 


Roman and 


able good, and the co-operation of 


all friends will be welcomed and 


appreciated. Address this office. 


Carl Schurz Out of Rome. 

There are few public men of our 
generation who bear a more honor- 
able than the Hon. Carl 
Schurz, of this citt. He is one of 


rece ord 


the few surviving generals of the 
Civil War, and has attained emi- 
nence in the diplomatic service of 
our the 
service reform. In 


cause ot 
the 
achieved 


country, and in 


civil world 
distine- 


tion, and in all the relations of life 


of letters he has 
has the highest reputation. 

Carl Schurz was born in Europe, 
but he is 
that it 
he had always 


such a thorough Ameri- 
been that 
Protestant. 


from his 


can has assumed 
been a 
But we learn articles, 
McClure’s Mag- 
“Reminiscences of a Long 
Roman Cath- 


He says: 


now appearing in 
azine, 
Life,” that he was a 
olic in his youth. 

“What was most repugnant to 
me was the claim of the Church to 
be not merely the only true Church, 
but also the only saving one, and 
that there was absolutely no hope 
of salvation outside of its pale, but 
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only damnation and eternal hell 
fire. That Socrates and Plato, that 
all the virtuous men among the 
heathen; that even my old friend, 
the Jew Aaron: nay, that even the 
new-born babe, if it happened to 
die unbaptized, must forever burn 
in unquenchable fire—yes, that I, 
too, were | so much as to harbor 
the slightest doubt concerning their 
terrible fate, must also be counted 
among the eternally lost—against 
such ideas rebelled not only my 
reason, but my innermost instinct 
of justice. These teachings seemed 
to me so directly to contradict the 
most essential attributes of the all- 
just Deity, that they only served to 
make me suspicious of all other 


tenets of the creed.” 

Public 
general are so chary of expressing 
that are 
to Roman doctrine, that this decla- 


men and politicians in 


religious views contrary 
“the 


by such a man as 


ration of from 


Yoke of 


Carl Schurz, is worthy of all praise 


emancipation 


Rome” 


and cannot fail to have a beneficial 


effect upon many other persons 


who, like him, have been freed from 
the spiritual bondage and supersti- 


tious slavery of the Roman Church. 


Another Priest Converted. 
New 


Providence, R. L., 


\ special dispatch to the 
York 


dated December 18, 1905, said: 


Times from 


Father Antonio 
came to this city from Trenton, 
N. J., where he was a parish priest, 
created a stir at the meeting of the 
Methodist Italian mission yesterday 
by publicly renouncing the Roman 
Catholic faith. 

In a letter he wrote to Bishop 
Harkins he resigned from the Cath- 
olic priesthood and signed himself 
a “Disciple of Christ.” In the same 
communication he denounced the 
confessional as leading to degrada- 
tion and immorality. ; 


Santaga, who 


‘The 


Power of the Church. 


In a ritualist novel, just published 
in England, the author says: 


The wonderful power of the 
Church lies in this, that her mysteries 
appeal to quite simple people, whose 
minds are m blank on religious ques- 
tions. 

Commenting on the passage under- 
lined, the Christian World says: 

Precisely. It is when the people’s 
minds have ceased to be a blank that 
the priest loses his puwer. It sways 
absolutely the ignorant Irish peasant. 
It has entirely lost its battle in 
France, whose forty millions of peo- 
ple, after a trial of centuries of priest- 
ism, have now among them only some 
two millions left of practising Catho- 


—____ 


Rev. Dr. Lewis R. Foote. 


The death of Rev. Dr. Foote, at his 


lics. 


home in Brooklyn, on December 18, 
was mourned by the citzens of 
Brooklyn generally, as well as by the 
members of the Throop Avenue Con- 
gregational Church, of which he had 
been pastor for more than thirty-two 
years, and the Brooklyn Presbytery. 
He was a great admirer of this Maga- 
zine, and a warm personal friend of 
the editor's. He will be 
missed. 


Renewal of Subscriptions. 


As nearly all subscriptions expire 
with the close of the year, it is 
earnestly hoped that our friends will 
not delay sending the subscriptions 
for this year. The Magazine can be 
published and the work carried on 
and extended only b; the co-opera- 
tion of the friends who are interested 
in the cause it represents. 

eomansamanenseiipaninaqnsinne 

The opposition of the Roman 
hierarchy to the circulation of the 
Magazine where young people 
could see it and learn the truth, 
should make us all work harder. 


greatly 
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THE RELIGIOUS CRISIS IN FRANCE. 


BY REV. H. 


Behold, I make all things new. 
HERE are few 
Scripture that 
graphically the 
political 


Rev. 21:5. 
passages of 
express more 
moral, social and 
aspirations of the 
The Middle 
burden that 


shoulders, 


French 
con- 
still 
here in 
We have not yet been liber- 


people. 
stitute a 


Ages 
weighs 
heavily on our 
Europe. 
ated from the ponderous mass of so- 
cial prejudices, antiquated legislation, 
and old pagan customs and supersti- 
tions that has been brought down to 
us from the times of our Gallic an- 
Like 
many houses in the narrow lanes of 


cestors and Roman conquerors. 


old Paris, these remnants of the past 
may be picturesque to look at, but they 
are unhealthy to live in, and just as 
our municipality is endeavoring to 
bring light and air into these dens 
by running wide avenues right 
through them, so France has made 
two great efforts in the past, and is 
making at this very time a third effort 
to make all things new in the moral 
and social sphere. 

At the time of the Reformation, 
there were no people in Europe more 
ready and eager for a thorough re- 
organization of the Christian Church 
than the French, but in those days 
the people could neither have what 
they desired, nor do what they liked. 
Emperors, kings and princes reigned 
supreme, and whereas—largely for po- 


litical reasons—the rulers of Germany 
and England decided in favor of the 
Reformation, the rulers of France, al- 
so largely from political motives, but 
also 


strongly influenced by their 
Italian or Spanish mothers and wives, 


opposed it so relentlessly that the re- 


MERLE D’AUBIGNE, PARIS. 


ligion of the king remained the re- 
ligion of the majority of the nation. 
But whereas, in most other countries 
the people allowed themselves to be 
led by their_princes whether they join- 
ed the Reformation or whether they 
opposed it, there is no other country 
in which the allegiance of the people 
to the Reformed Church 
steadfast as it was in France. 

The 
were founded amid the fires of the 
most fearful persecution. 
Admiral 


Was aS 


French Protestant churches 
In 1560, 
Coligny presented to the 


King a _ list of 2,000 reformed 
churches that had sprung up in a few 
years. If these had been left alone 
they would have rapidly increased in 
number. Their progress was arrested, 
Protestant 
gentry held on, notwithstanding the 


horrors of the religious wars and the 


but a large part of the 


massacres of which that on St. Bar- 


tholomew’s Day, 1572, was the worst, 
but only one out of many. 

Under Louis XIV, more than half 
a million Protestants preferred to go 
into exile and lose all they owned 
rather than give up their faith, and 
notwithstanding the enormous loss 
during two and a half centuries of 
continual persecution, the Protestants 
hadnotall been rooted out of the nooks 
and corners where they had remained 
hidden when, at the eve of the French 
Revolution, religious freedom was at 
last granted to them. 

It was a great loss to France at 
that time that the million of Protes- 
tants who had been lost were not then 
in the country to strengthen the mod- 
erate liberal element of the nation. 


Ever since the bloody days of 1793 
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the French people have been accused 
of fickleness. I believe, for my part, 
however, that it would be more cor- 
rect to speak of unstable equilibrium, 
which is not quite the same thing. To 
make a well-balanced character, it is 
necessary that education should be in 
Now 
the French mind is rational and radi- 
cal, as well as 
mental. 


conformity with one’s nature. 
idealistic and_ senti- 
The Roman Catholic form of 
Christianity which satisfies, although 
imperfectly, the sentimental and ideal- 
istic side of the French soul, aggra- 
radical ten- 
French history is the story 


vates its rational and 
dencies. 
of a long fight between the reactionary 
or clerical, and the radical or anti- 
clerical, French 


elements within the 


nation. 

After the Reformation movement of 
the sixteenth century came the Jesuiti- 
cal reaction of the seventeenth. 

After the Revolution at the end of 
the eighteenthcentury, the Restoratiori 
at the beginning of the nineteenth 
came with its “white terror,” abso- 
and When 
of Napoleon III was 
dashed to pieces on 
and_ the 


lutism ultramontanism. 


the Empire 
September 2, 


1870, Republic 


Was pro- 


claimed, Gambetta showed clearly that 


this did not mean simply a change in 


the form of government, by uttering 
his famous cleri- 
(“Clerical- 
ism is the foe of the nation’). 

Since then the battle has gone on 
with varied success, 

To regain the power that they had 
lost, the members of the clerical party 
have followed a double policy. 


watchword: “Le 


calisme, voila l’ennemi” 


They have used education and agi- 
tation. 

Making use of the enormous riches 
that they had been allowed to hoard 


up since the Revolution and taking ad- 
vantage of the conservative tendencies 
of the upper and middle classes, the 
monks and nuns, whose numbers rose 
to more than 160,000, covered the 
country with schools, into which they 
drew the majority of the children and 
young people of France. At the same 
time the clerical party carried on a 
number of vigorous political cam- 
paigns with the hope of bringing into 
power a government that would be 
a tool in the hands of the Roman 
Church. The Royalist movement of 
1873, the Boulangist and Nationalist 
agitation, the Anti-Masonic, the Anti- 
Jewish and the Anti-Protestant cam- 
paigns in the last years of the nine- 
teenth century, were all efforts of the 
Roman clerical party to overthrow the 
liberal institutions that had 
freely given herself. 


France 


A new and determined assault was 
made in the agitation arising out of 
the Dreyfus case. After a hard strug- 
gle the reactionary party was beaten, 
and a new impetus was given to the 
anti-clerical movement. 

An important step in the direction 
of more liberty was made by passing 
the law which gave at last to all 
French citizens the right to found 
Next came the 
disbanding of a number of religious 
orders. 


legal associations. 


This is no new thing in Ro- 
man Catholic countries; and, indeed, 
has always had to be done periodically 
in those lands. 

The Jesuits, it will be remembered, 
were suppressed in 1773 by Clement 
XIV, “forever and all eternity,” as the 
bull of the infallible Pope declared; 
this did not, however, prevent an- 
other infallible Pope from reinstating 
them in 1814. 


Few Protestants will sympathize 
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with thé Jesuits, but many Ameri- 
cans and Englishmen have censured 
our government for the drastic meas- 
ures taken against a number of wom- 
These, how- 
ever, were not taken against those 
who exclusively employed in 
philanthropic works, in visiting the 
poor, hospitals, orphanages, such as 
the sisters of charity, but against those 
that were recognized as constituting a 
social or an intellectual danger. The 
fact is that the nunneries are practic- 
ally establishments. The 
Sisters of the Good Shepherd, for in- 
stance, had in France 211 establish- 


en’s monastic orders. 


were 


sweating 


ments supervised by 7,000 nuns, and 
served by 48,000 orphan girls, bring- 
ing in an annual income from the un- 
paid labor of these wretched slaves 
of no less than $3,000,000. 

If I had time I could tell you many 
sad tales about this. It is no wonder 
that after a Roman prelate, Bishop 
Turinaz, of Nancy, had protested 
against such abuses that the govern- 
ment should have put an end to them 
by shutting up some of these con- 
vents. 

The charges against the monastic 
schools are different. Their defective 
teaching, glaring misrepresentations 
of the history of France, and _ their 
hostility to the republican government 
have constituted the reasons for clos- 
ing a large number of them. 


I do not doubt that some worthy 
women and even some good men have 
suffered hardship, but one cannot ap- 
ply Protestant liberal ideas to the cir- 
cumstances of Roman Catholic coun- 
tries. 

One day, Veuillot, the great Ro- 
mish politician, said to his liberal op- 
ponents: “When you are in power we 
insist on being given perfect freedom 


a 


because freedom is one of your prin- 
ciples; but when we get into power 
we do not mean to grant freedom to 
you, because freedom is not in ac- 
cordance with our principles.” 


Monastic orders are an institution 
that will pauperize and sweat and de- 
moralize a nation if that nation does 
not rise up and eradicate them. The 
Philippines form an excellent example 
of the truth of this statement. 

The closing up of the convents, 
however, is now becoming ancient his- 
tory, and the question of the day is the 
divorce between Church and State 
that is about to be pronounced. 

If anyone had said, two years ago, 
that such a measure would be passed 
by the French Parliament before a 
second winter had come, nobody would 
have believed him, but such will be the 
case, 

In the spring of 1904, President 
Loubet paid a visit to the King of 
Italy, in Rome, and as he did not 
choose to be dictated to by the Pope 
he did not call on him. This was re- 
sented by Pius X, who protested in 
such a-way that the French govern- 
ment ambassador. At 
time the 
wider by the 
the Roman 
French 


recalled its 
the same 
made 


breach was 
action ot 
See in two 


against whom no 


forcing 
bishops, 


serious charges were made, to give up 
their bishoprics; so it happened that 
a year ago separation of Church and 
State was definitely brought into the 


region of ptactical politics by a 
speech made by M. Combes, the lead- 
er of the 


Auxerre. 


French government, at 
Since then the law for the separa- 

tion of the Church and State has been 

passed by our Chamber of Deputies. 
In its first article it declares that: 
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“The Republic guarantees freedom 
of conscience. It guarantees the free 
limited 
only by the restrictions hereinafter en- 


exercise of public worship, 
acted in the interest of public order. 

“Art. I[1—The Republic neither 
recognizes, pays salaries to, nor sub- 
sidizes any form of worship. In con- 
sequence, from January 1, following 
the promulgation of the present law, all 
appr ypriations for the support of rec- 
ognized forms of worship will be sup- 
pressed in the budgets of the State, 
the Departments and the Townships.” 

The law transfers the property of 
the churches to associations of citizens 
known as “associations cultuelles,” 
which will be organized in each place 
to continue the work of the local 
churches. 

It gives these associations the free 
use of the church buildings. 

It provides the priests and pastors 
with pensions that will in no case ex- 
ceed $300 a vear, and while not allow- 
ing the associations for public worship 
to receive any legacies, it allows each 
of them to accumulate a small fund 
and the unions of associations a larger 
common fund. 

It protects religious worship from 
disturbance, but forbids the holding 
of political meetings in ecclesiastical 
buildings; and it subjects to fine or 
imprisonment preachers who, in a re- 
ligious service, attack a citizen +hold- 
ing office, or incite to violation of the 
law. 

Such are the provisions of the bill 
that has been 
passed by the Chamber of Deputies. 
It is now 
Senate.* 

What will be the consequences for 
the churches and for the country? 


on disestablishment 


being discussed by the 


*The bill passed the Senate December 
6, 1905, by a vote of 179 to 103. 


This is a large question, and it is 
difficult to prophesy; but it may be 
interesting to note a few facts. 

The Roman Catholic Church will 
lose the yearly subsidy of eight mil- 
lions of dollars that it now gets from 
the French government. Its ministers 
will no longer be considered as State 
officials. It will doubtless mean the 
extinction of congregations in many 
parishes. 

What is still more important is the 
fact that the lower clergy will be 
partially released from the absolute 
dependence in which they stand with 
respect to the bishops; and the Cath- 
olic laity will acquire an influence that 
it has never yet possessed. 

It is largely the man who pays, who 
governs, 

Now, whereas the monks are nearly 
all narrow-minded and intolerant big- 
ots, the members of the French Cath- 
olic laity are of a very different mind. 
There are many men among them, in- 
deed, whose religious convictions are 
practically very near to those of an 
evangelical Protestant. The parochial 
clergy hold an intermediate position 
between the monks and the laity, and 
we may hope that one of the conse- 


quences of disestablishment will be to 

draw them nearer to the laity, to widen 

their intellectual horizon, and to make 

many of them more enlightened and 

broad-minded pastors of their flocks. 
(To be concluded.) 


andiahinntidiipiabitisainne 

Rev. William Ross, D.D., a be- 
loved minister of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, writing on De- 
cember 18, says: 

“My heart is with you in the good 
work you are doing, and my sin- 
cere prayer is that God may com- 
fort and sustain you. 

“May the Lord spare you many 
more years to prosecute the im- 
portant work you are engaged in.” 
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Rome and the Schools. 


The National Indian Association 
held its annual meeting in New 
York on December 8, 1905, and af- 


ter the 


officers for the 


ensuing year, adopted 


election of 
resolutions 
asking Congress to adhere to its 
past decisions against the appro- 
priation of money for the support 
of sectarian schools. 

THE PRESIDENT ON PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 
On December 18, 1905, President 


Roosevelt spoke to a delegation 
District of Co- 
Education and 


called on 


consisting of the 
Board of 
who 


lumbia 
him in ob- 
servance of the centennial celebra- 


tion of the public schools of Wash- 


others 


In his address, the Presi- 
dent said: 

The public school system of our 
country is the most characteristic- 
ally democratic and American fea- 
ture of our national life. It has 
been my good fortune that all of 
my children have received or are 
receiving a portion of their educa- 
tion in the public schools of this 
district, in this city, and I feel that 
the advantage to them is incalcula- 
ble. 

[ certainly do not underrate the 
importance of the higher education. 
It would be the greatest misfortune 
if we ever permitted such a warped 
and twisted view of democracy to ob- 
tain as would be implied in a denial 
of the advantage that comes to the 
whole nation from the high educa- 
tion of the few who are able to take 
advantage of the opportunity to ob- 
tain it. But while, and fully admitting 
this, it remains true that the most im- 
portant of all is the education of 
the common schools. The public 
schools are not merely the educa- 
tional centers for the mass of our 
people, but they are the factories 
of American citizenship. Inciden- 
tally to its other work, the public 


ington. 


school does more than any other 
institution of any kind, sort or de- 
scription to Americanize the child 
of foreign born parents who comes 
here when young or is born here. 
Nothing else counts for as much in 
welding together into one compact 
mass of citizenship the different 


race stocks which here are being 
fused into a new nationality. 


No Money for Rome. 
The THe CONVERTED 
Catuo ic for last November, which 
referred to 


article in 


Bourke 
Cockran’s speech in Manila and his 


Congressman 


desire for the union of the Roman 
Catholic Church and the State in 
the Philippines, has led the Nash- 


ville (Tenn.) Christian Advocate, 


Dec. 7, 1905, to say: 


The fatuity \.ith which the Ro- 
man Catholic Church continues its 
effort to get its hands into the pub- 
lic treasury must ge far to dissipate 
the reputation for wisdom which it 
so widely enjoys. Even so shrewd 
a men as the Hon. Bourke Cockran, 
since his return from the Philip- 
pines, has been advocating a 
scheme of education in those is- 
lands in which the Catholic Church 
and the United States government 
are to be partners, the Church sup- 
plying the: missionaries and_ the 
government supporting them. The 
plan is preposterous. We do not 
mention it to argue formally against 
it. No argument is needed. If one 
thing is firmly inbedded in the con- 
stitutional principles of the Ameri- 
can people, it is that there shall be 
no partnership of Church and State. 
The Catholic Church cannot be con- 
vinced of this, and hence keeps up 
a persistent agitation for some 
form or other of public subsidy. 
The whole subject was thrashed out 
to the convincing of everybody con- 
cerned—except the Catholics—in 
connection with the Indian schools 
of the West. 
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FATHER O’CONNOR’S LETTERS TO CARDINAL GIBBONS. 


SIXTH SERIES, 


XXXITT. 


New York, January, 1906. 
Sir:—Some of my Catholic readers feel aggrieved that I do not 
address you in the Roman style as “Your Eminence, “Your Grace,” “Your 
Excellency,” etc., according to the Oriental and European usage in writing 


to kings, princes, potentates and persons in high places. But I am writ- 
ing to you as one American citizen to another, and if I had occasion to 
write to the President of the United States I would begin my letter, “Sir” 
or “Mr. President”; and he would reply to me in the same manner. 

It is thus that I address you in a courteous and respectful manner as 
befits your position and my self-respect, and I may add, the respect I owe 
to the American people who have given me their confidence and support 
in this work, in which I have been engaged for the last twenty-six vears. 
The record of all these years is my witness that I have not discussed your 
personal characteristics or thoscof the priests of your Church,of whose pecu- 
liarities and lapses from virtue I hear constantly, both from the priests 
who come to see me and those who become guests of our Christ’s Mission 
and from intelligent Catholic men and women. I have nothing to do with 
your virtues or vices. You are all sinners, like other unregenerated hu- 
man beings, until you repent and turn to the Lord in sincerity, crying out 
from the depths of your hearts, “God be merciful to me, a sinner.” When 
vou do this, the Saviour, the sinner’s friend, will hear you, and according 
to your faith it shall be done unto you. “Be ve reconciled to God,” is the 
word I would address to you at the beginning of a New Year. There is 
mercy with the Lord for you all if you will call upon Him. If you repent 
and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ with your heart, and openly confess 
Him as your Saviour, this will be a blessed New Year to you. Then you 
can say to your people, with the Psalmist, 

“Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what He 
hath done for my soul. 

“T cried unto Him with my mouth, and He was extolled with my 
tongue. 

“Tf I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me. 

“But verily God hath heard me; He hath attended to the voice of my 
prayer. 

“Blessed be God, who hath not turned away my prayer, nor His 
mercy from me.”—Ps. 66. 

I could not wish you a better fortune for the New Year than that 
you and your priests and people should be reconciled to God in His ap- 
pointed way. You have been experimenting with sacraments and cere- 
monies long enough to realize the futility of such efforts to save the soul. 
The public press has informed us that the present Pope is seriously 
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alarmed at the condition of Church affairs in the United States. A des- 
patch from Rome to the New York World, December 4, 1905, says: 

The well-informed Vatican correspondent of the Stampa, a prominent 
paper of Turin, is authority for the statement that when, a few days ago, 
Mgr. Thomas S. Byrne, Bishop of Nashville, Tenn., was received in pri- 
vate audience by the Pope the conversation of the Pontiff dealt principally 
upon serious abuses which are said to be found in the Church in America, 
and which Pius X declared he was determined to suppress at any cost. 
According to this information, Pius X complained of the fact that, while 
the number of Catholics in America has been on the increase for many 
years past because of immigration from Catholic countries, the number 
of actual conversions from Protestantism continues practically to be very 
limited, while there are thousands of instances of Catholics abandoning 
their religion for other denominations. 

Naturally this condition of things was viewed with alarm by the head 
of the Church, and Pius X asked the Nashville prelate to explain why 
things should be so. On the American prelate’s mumbling some sort of 
explanation, Pius X startled the Bishop by enumerating several of the 
abuses existing in America, of which, he said, he had been informed 
through private sources. 


ENTRANCE FEE TO CHURCHES. 

First of all the Pontiff deprecated the custom allowed in many 
American dioceses to exact an entrance fee on Sundays and holidays from 
the people attending mass in the churches. In the opinion of the Pontiff 
such a custom must be abolished, the sooner the better, as it practically 
constitutes a hindrance to poor people attending the Church and might 
be the cause of preventing Protestants or non-Catholics from listening to 


Catholic sermons and explanations of the Catholic doctrine. 

The Pope then dwelt at length on other abuses of the same kind 
which he had been informed were prevalent in many churches in America. 
The taxing of the members of some congregations for a share of the ex- 
penses necessary to run the church or for providing coal or other com- 
modities to the parish priests, Pius X said he considered unfair, especially 
when the tax was made by some of the American priests rather compul- 
sory through the printing and distribution to the members of the con- 
gregation of a list containing the names of the contributors and the 
amount they had donated. 

The Pope also added that he had been informed from reliable sources 
that such abuses constitute the principal reason why so many thousands 
of Italians, after arriving in America, never set foot again, or very seldom, 
in the churches in which their religion is preached, and that many even 
bring up their children in utter ignorance of their religious duties, and are 
practically lost to the Church in which they were born. 

Space will not permit me to quote more of this despatch. The Pope 
complained of the luxury in which many of the bishops lived. “Some of 
them had great palaces as residences, in which they led an easy and com- 
fortable life.” The money spent by them in luxurious living should go 
to Rome. That, of course, is the chief cause of his complaint. The 
people are leaving the Roman Church in every country, and the revenues 
are falling off. This is good news for us at the beginning of the New 
Year—“thousands of instances of Catholics abandoning their religion for 
-other denominations.” We thank the Pope for that admission. 

Yours truly, James A. O’CoNnNoR. 
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‘The Sword of Garibaldi.”’ 

This -is an excellent story of the 
war for the unification of Italy, writ- 
ten by Mrs. Felicia Buttz Clark, the 
Rev. Dr. William Clark, of 
Rome, and daughter of the honored 
Dr. Buttz, the 
president of Drew Theological Sem- 


vife of 


and beloved Rev. 


inary. It describes the emancipation 
of that glorious land from the bane- 
ful tvranny of the Temporal Power 
of the Papacy. 

The book is written in an admir- 
able style, and the story is full of life 
and action, as might be expected in 
view of the soul-stirring nature of 
and the 
Italy. 
There is not a dull page in the vol- 


the occurrences described 


author's long residence in 
ume, the value of which is enhanced 
by the number of its well-executed 
illustrations, and its handsome cloth 
binding. 

The price of the book is 50 cents, 
and 12 cents postage. 

qjintmeninsandiianniietinies 

The New York Evening Sun, De- 
cember 20, 1905, contained this para- 
graph among its “Notes and Inci- 
dents of Foreign Life:” 


The Roman Catholic bishops of 
Ireland have issued a circular to be 
read in all the chapels of the four 
provinces, warning the young gen- 
eration zgainst the evils of emigra- 
tion. 
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These bishops are alarmed at the 


number of conversions among the 
Irish people in America; hence 
they want them to stay at home 


where they can be kept in subjection 
and spiritual slavery. 





Converted Priest Now a Suc- 
cessful Minister. 

The New York Christian Advocate, 
21, 1905, in its 
from the Wilmington, 
Del., Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, reports revivals 
of special interest in the churches 
of that conference. Among others 
it refers to the Central Church, 
Kenton, of which the Rev. D. F. 
McFaul is _ pastor, the 
church has been greatly quicken- 


December corre- 


spondence 


“where 


ed, and there have been forty-two 
professions.” 

As many oi the older readers of 
Tue Converted CATHOLIC 
the Rev. D. F. McFaul is a con- 
verted Roman Catholic priest. He 
was the first priest whom we wel- 
comed out of the Church of Rome, 
and after laboring with us in the 
services in Masonic Temple, he 
took a course of study in Drew 
Seminary, Madison, N. J., and be- 
came a member of the Wilmington 
Conference, where he has_ been 
most efficient in his work as a 
minister of Christ and a zealous 
Protestant preacher. The Metho- 
dist Church should send out Broth- 
er McFaul as a special evangelist 
to his Catholic brethren. 


know, 
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I give and bequeath to Christ's Mission, organized 
in the Citv of New York, the sum of §............ pees 
to be applied tothe uses and purposes of said Mission 

All communications can be addressed to 
—- A. O’Connor, Secretary of the 

oard of Trustees, at the Mission House, 
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